
An ADA accessible entrance is available from Missouri Street at the Police Department entrance. An 
elevator will provide access to the third floor for meetings in the Third Floor Conference Room. 
 

 
LIBERTY ARTS COMMISSION  

MEETING AGENDA 
March 1, 2018 6:00 p.m.  

3rd Floor Conference Room City Hall  
 

I. Attendance 
Greg Duncan, Katie Gregory, Shane Immelt, Anna Knackstedt, Heather Jones,  
Carol Kariotis, Aaron Money, Karen Orrill, Bill Stilfield, Nathan Wyman, Phil Young 

 
II. Approval of Meeting Summary:     February 8, 2018 

 
III. Current Business 

 Wall Art Submissions/ Recommendation from Task Force   Task Force 
 

 City Council Work Session March 5, 2018    
 

   Public Art Update- Exhibits      Carol  
  

IV. Other Business 

  Mini Grant Application- 2nd Baptist Church    City Staff 

 Commission Vacancy- Filling the Seat     Bill 

 Liberty Arts Foundation      Greg / Heather / Shane 

Art Partner Reports         All 

  
V. Adjournment  

 

Next Meeting:  Work Session with City Council. LAC will NOT meet March 8th. 
 
 
The Liberty Arts Commission is the arts advocacy agency for the City of Liberty. We serve as a catalyst –  

to support, sustain, and strengthen our community by increasing awareness, opportunities, and public 
involvement in local arts and cultural activities. 

 



Liberty Arts Commission Meeting Summary 
 

February 8, 2018 
6:00 pm  
City Hall 3rd Floor Conference Room 
 
The Liberty Arts Commission met on Thursday, February 8, 2018.   The meeting was called to 
order at 6:05 pm. 
Present were Commissioners:  Greg Duncan,  Anna Knackstedt, Katie Gregory, Karen Orrill, 
Phil Young, Carol Kariotis , Bill Stillfield and Nathan Wyman.  Absent:  Heather Jones, Aaron 
Money and Shane Immelt.  Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager represented 
City Staff. Guests in attendance were Cory Unrein, Liberty Symphony and Tony Brandolino.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Duncan to approve the January 25, 2018 meeting 
summary.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Orrill.  The motion passed with 9-0-0  

 
Current Business 

• Presentation by Liberty Symphony Orchestra, Annual Grant Finalist  Cory Unrein 
Ms. Unrein presented to the Commission about the Liberty Symphony Orchestra’s plans 
for 2018 and the Annual Grant application they submitted, requesting $5,000.  
Specifically they would like to use the grant to fund outreach concerts with the goal of 
increasing attendance from families outside of Liberty. They have done two at 
Woodneath  Library and at Mosaic.  Performances have been highly successful with 
all tickets claimed within a week. Typically they have a 45 minute presentation that is 
family friendly, a great way to reach out to new audiences.  Many times attendees 
are not from the Liberty Area.  The Symphony would like to do a concert at the Corbin 
Theatre “Classical on the Square”  they also are considering a performance at the 
Garrison School, on a Saturday evening in October.  A concert of African American 
composers, such as Jimmy Hendrix may be incorporated.  They are committed to  
three concerts and are exploring the other possible locations. They have a dual 
purpose and an estimated budget. Commissioner Duncan asked what feedback they 
hear about the Symphony.  Ms. Unrein said they consistently hear that they are much 
more accessible and welcoming of children as compared to the Kansas City 
Symphony.  It is important that they get quality music at a lower price.  The annual 
ticket sales are under $10,000. Currently they use Eventbrite to gather information from 
attendees, which tells them where people come from. They also send out a survey 
after each concert. Chairman Stilfield said he went to the Christmas Concert and he 
was very impressed.   
Motion by Kariotics to approve the $5,000 Annual Grant Application by the Liberty 
Symphony Orchestra.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knackstedt.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 9-0-0  

 
• Wall Art Update        City Staff 

Commissioner Duncan suggested that the Commission consider for a Plan B in the 
event we do not get an acceptable design submitted for the wall at Kansas and 
Water Streets.  Options discussed were; that we look at hiring an artist to do a design 
and perhaps wrap the wall rather than painting on it. Consider engaging the high 
school students, directed by an art teacher.  Commissioner Duncan commented that 
If there is a shorter direct route to getting it done, we should be open to that.  Vice 
Chair Kariotis said we may want to look at giving a higher honorarium if possible.  Staff 
reported that there will be a City Council work session on March 5, 2018 and this will be 
on the agenda, Commissioners are encouraged to attend. We will discuss the 
recommendation from the Wall Art Task Force at the March 1st meeting. 



 
 
Public Art Update- Exhibit- Vice Chair Kariotis said she has one space open in the community 
center.   She reported that the Community Center has moved some Coke Machines in front 
of our hanging systems.  Tyler Bedell is our liaison and she has spoken to him.  The amount of 
space left will not accommodate the quantity of artists we have.  The interim Director of 
Parks, BJ Staab, is aware of the need for space.  DK Taylor was not available to meet with 
Carol but we do have two months before we need to find a solution.  
  
Other Business 
Election of Officers         Bill 
Chairman Stilfield asked who has a copy of the LAC Members Handbook.  A lot of things in 
there are city code.  It is available on line.  It states that the Chair and & Vice Chair should be 
elected in January.  Therefore he called for nominations of officers.  Vice Chair nominations- 
Orrill nominated Carol Kariotis.   For Chairman- Young nominated Bill Stilfield.  There were no 
other nominations.  Vice Chair Kariotis and Chairman Stilfield will continue in their roles.  
A vacancy will be created with Katie Gregory’s  seat when she moves outside of Liberty City 
limits in the coming months.  Chairman Stilfield sited the code that the commission shall be 
composed of 11 members, all of who must be residents.  A vacancy should be filled the 
same way of regular appointments.  Staff will look at terms of the Commission.  Now it is just 3 
year terms.  The attendance requirement is that 3 unexcused absences will deem a 
vacancy.  Given that fact, Staff talked to Mr. Aaron Money and he indicated he would like 
to stay on the commission and will be able to attend more frequently this year.  
Commissioner Duncan said in filling a vacant seat, we typically have a conversation around 
the table and make nominations . Jane Boswell and Shawn Garland both would be 
excellent, if interested.  Commissioner Young commented we should look to fill the need. 
Motion by Vice Chair Kariotis to make a recommendation to the Mayor to appoint  Shawn 
Garland or Jayne Boswell to the Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Duncan.  The  motion passed unanimously.  Chairman Stilfield will contact the nominees to 
confirm residency in Liberty and inquire if they are interested. 
 
Liberty Arts Foundation         Greg  
Commissioner Duncan said there wasn’t anything that has changed since the last meeting.  
 

 
Art Partner Reports          
Nathan said next weekend Friday and Saturday there will be a performance of The Shape of 
Things.  The Nori Nano show is up and features five decades of art.  
He reported the Art Department at Jewell is being dissolved. A BA in Musical Theatre is a new 
program approved today. 
Two and a Half Tenors will be at Gano Hall will be this Saturday.  The Jewell Jazz band will be 
playing afterward. Jewell offers “talent awards” non-music and non-theatre majors.  
  
Adjournment  
Motion by Commissioner Young to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Orrill.  
 
Next Meeting: March 1, 2018 – Joint meeting with City Council. LAC will NOT meet March 8th. 
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