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LIBERTY ARTS COMMISSION 

 MEETING SUMMARY
December 10, 2020
11:30 am
Zoom Video Conference or at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room
Attendance via Zoom: Garrette Brown, Greg Duncan, Katie McDonald, Anna Knackstedt, Heather Jones, Nathan Wyman, Phil Young
Absent:  Shane Immelt, Aaron Money, Bill Stilfield & Amy Steinbeck

Staff Present:  Jeanine Thill and Mike Peterman as moderator.
Called to order at 11:32 am by Vice Chair McDonald.
Commissioner Wyman made a motion to approve the November 12, 2020 meeting summary. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jones.  The motion passed 7-0-0. 
TGT Budget- Commissioner Knackstedt reported that the committee met yesterday.  They don’t have the official numbers from November yet.  The Oct 2020 numbers were better than 2019 due to a new hotel opening.  

Sculpture Update- Ms. Thill reported that the sculpture that was recently damaged (Rusted Spire) will be replaced by the artist in January and will be made of metal.  This piece was made of sign foam board (to the surprise of Staff) when it was delivered. In the future staff will make sure it is noted in the contract the material of the sculpture it should be made something very durable.  Also, we should add language in the contract that a damaged piece should be removed and replaced by the artist.
2021 Grants- The redline changes to the art grant applications were sent to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Jones will send some edits to Ms. Thill.  On big picture things Commissioner Jones asked if we generally want to add language.  For the Annual grant she asked if we want to add clarification that grants are available if funds are available and if there is a qualified applicant, the LAC does not have an obligation to award the grants.  Councilman Duncan and Vice Chair Mc Donald agreed that was a good idea.  Also, in the criteria do we need to add some clarification regarding increasing tourism or free or reduced rates?  We do use those things as we consider applications so we may want to add it to the criteria.  Vice Chair McDonald agrees that the applicant should know and Councilman Duncan said he thought it may help them to know whether they should apply for the grant.
Commissioner Duncan commented that on the mini grant prospectus it may not be necessary to note that a total of $5000 is appropriated.  There were a few formatting changes that Councilman Duncan will send to Ms. Thill.  We want it to be consistent in both documents.  The commission agreed that should be changed.  

Vice Chair McDonald asked if we need to adapt it for this year to allow virtual events.  We may need to expand the way that we consider access to events given Covid-19 restrictions and if we should expand the way the public can access these projects.
Commissioner Jones said we need to change the “in person” language for the presentation by the semifinalists since the Commission is meeting virtually.  

Vice Chair McDonald asked if we need to change the access issue. Councilman Duncan said we may not want to get too deep into it and attempt to define it.  Everyone may have different means to do things.  Commissioner Wyman said there may be a way to do a performance with social distancing. Or virtually would be a good thing to add.  Commissioner Jones asked if McDonald was more concerned about the public ability to take in the event.  Vice Chair McDonald said at the Library they talk about access to the public and how it translates virtually so she brought it up for the Commission to consider. 
Commissioner Knackstedt asked what kind of participation we are hoping to see.  Maybe we don’t limit it to $1000 for the mini grants.  Ms. Thill said we might want to leave ourselves some flexibility since there grants are considered throughout the year.  Commissioner Jones said the 500-1000 mini grant is the right scope because we want to make a distinction between them and the large mini grant.  
Other Business
Art Partner Reports:
Liberty Arts Foundation- Councilman Duncan said Walt’s coffee went out of business so the Arts Foundation no longer receiving that donation. 
Library- Vice Chair McDonald said they do not have a report.
William Jewell – Commissioner Wyman said all classes at William Jewell are online and half of the students are from home.  The 1984 edited version should be available. The music department did some holiday programs that should be available soon.  They are getting a room renovated into a dance studio on campus.  Councilman Duncan said his wife was the first one on the dance floor when it first opened in the Maybe center when he was a senior at William Jewell. 
The Gallery on campus will be closed at least until the Spring semester. 

Heather said Harriman Jewell series is hosting a live event “Holiday Bliss”.  https://www.hjseries.org/
Corbin Theatre –  No Report
Norterre- No Report
Liberty Public Schools- Commissioner Brown reported that a lot of what they planned to do is still on hold.  Commissioner Jones said her daughter is in the orchestra and choir they are not allowing live performances.  We can put the links out – If you follow on Instagram and Face Book they usually have links to what is happening next.  
Old Business- None
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Jones to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Duncan. The motion passed 7-0-0.
Next Meeting Date January 14, 2021
11:30 via Zoom

