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LIBERTY ARTS COMMISSION 

 MEETING SUMMARY
January 14, 2021
11:30 am
Zoom Video Conference or at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room
Attendance via Zoom: Garrette Brown,  Shane Immelt, Katie McDonald, Anna Knackstedt, Heather Jones, Amy Steinbeck, Bill Stilfield,  Nathan Wyman, Phil Young
Absent:  Greg Duncan & Aaron Money
Staff Present:  Jeanine Thill and Mike Peterman as moderator.
The meeting was called to order at 11:33 am by Chairman Immelt.
Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the December 10, 2020 meeting summary as corrected. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair McDonald.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 
It was noted that at the bottom of the first page of the meeting summary a sentence just stops.  Commissioner Jones said the discussion have was about access to events given Covid-19 restrictions and if we should expand the way the public can access these projects.  

TGT Budget- Commissioner Knackstedt reported that the draft budget was attached.  Commissioner Wyman made a motion to approve the 2021 budget as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Young.  The motion passed 9-0-0.
Sculpture Update- 
Ms. Thill reported that the new Call for Artists for the Rotating Sculpture program that runs from September 2021- September 2022 was made live on Café as of yesterday.
Ms. Thill reported that she is gathering asking prices for all of the existing sculptures in preparation for voting on the piece to purchase for the City’s permanent collection.  Commissioner Jones asked for photos and a price of each of the current sculptures.  Chairman Immelt said he would do that and send it to the Commission.   Commissioner McDonald asked if the City has a location determined for the new piece that will be purchased.  Ms. Thill said that is typically decided after the Commission decides which piece to purchase.  Ms. Thill asked for volunteers to serve on the sculpture jury. The following Commissioners volunteered; Chairman Immelt, Commissioner Wyman, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Steinbeck, Commissioner Knackstedt and Commissioner Jones. 

Asking Prices: Ms. Thill said she has contacted all of the current sculpture artists for their asking prices for their sculpture.  All but two have responded to date:

Out of the Woods by Leslie Tharpe $6,500, Negotiable
Growing Wings by Hilde DeBruyne $10,000

Rusted Spire by Christopher Knight $6,500

The Stellas by Joe Sackett – Waiting for a reply
Tangerine Daydream by Jaci Wallis – Waiting for a reply
Ms. Thill reported that the sculpture that was recently damaged (Rusted Spire) will be replaced by the artist in February and will be made of metal. 
2021 Grants- Vice Chair McDonald volunteered to chair a sub-committee to review the art grants that are submitted.  Chairman Immelt and Commissioner Stilfield also volunteered.  Commissioner Wyman said he will help if no one else can.  
Other Business
Art Partner Reports: No Report
Liberty Arts Foundation- No Report
Library- Vice Chair McDonald said they do not have a report. They are still doing curbside service only.
William Jewell – Commissioner Wyman said they have a few things going on at William Jewell.  Things are being filmed. Jewell Theatre “Mask quarade” those will be filmed and broadcast.  The group that put on the outdoor Opera last fall will be doing a live stream performance Feb. 5 & 6.  Rehearsals have begun.  The Stocksdale gallery will not be open this Spring due to Covid. 

Corbin Theatre – Commissioner Stilfield said the Corbin Theatre is hoping to do a February performance. He added that there was$15 billion set aside in federal stimulus funds for entertainment venues. They are looking into their eligibility for those funds. Commissioner Wyman said the new space for the Corbin is going to be great, it is a much larger space. 

Norterre- Commissioner Steinbeck said that they will be putting artwork back up in the next six months at Norterre. 
Liberty Public Schools- Commissioner Brown reported that most schools are diminishing if not eliminating school productions. Things will be shadows of what they normally would have been. Garrett will send Ms. Thill links.  Commissioner Jones said tomorrow night at 7 pm the Liberty North’s Christmas Carol will be airing. The new director at Liberty North will be Katherine Garline, one of Nathans former students. 
New Business-

Chairman Immelt said he got a look at the new Artisan Market space on Main Street.  She is sharing the space with HDLI.  
Old Business- 
Commissioner Steinbeck said she is happy to pick up the heart project now that she has the time.  She asked for volunteers. Commissioner Wyman said the president of the art club Isabel Warden may be interested.  Commissioner Brown said he can help spread the word.  Chairman Immelt asked that they connect with Liberty North, Commissioners Steinbeck and Jones said they can do that.  Seniors could participate.  Drop boxes could be placed at City Hall, schools etc.  Commissioner Steinbeck said she will outline the rules and a PDF with a heart template that could be traced onto something else. Commissioner Jones asked if we could get it on Peachtree, to go out to k-12 students.  Youth Groups, girl scouts and boy scouts could also be involved. The group agreed that we should state that we reserve the right to not display.  Vice Chair McDonald said she would be willing to help also. 
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Young to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stilfield. The motion passed 9-0-0.

