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LIBERTY ARTS COMMISSION 

 MEETING SUMMARY
May 13, 2021
11:30 a.m.
Zoom Video Conference 
Attendance via Zoom: Garrette Brown,  Greg Duncan, Shane Immelt, Katie McDonald, Anna Knackstedt, Heather Jones, Amy Steinbeck, Bill Stilfield,Nathan Wyman, Phil Young
Absent:  Aaron Money
Staff Present:  Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager, and Mike Peterman, City Planner, as moderator.
The meeting was called to order at 11:32 a.m. by Chairman Immelt.
Commissioner Steinbeck made a motion to approve the April 2021 meeting summary. The motion was seconded by Councilman Duncan. The motion passed unanimously.
Current Business

Chalk Art – HDLI
· Andrew Greenwell gave a brief overview of the Chalk event he is proposing to do in conjunction with the Liberty Farmers Market. He is the part-time market manager since the summer of 2020. The Farmers Market is every Saturday, from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m., around the square.  He would like to increase foot traffic to drive sales and increase downtown foot traffic with the proposed Chalk event and he is asking for the Arts Commission to assist by providing input, three judges, and helping spread the word.  The Chalk event is proposed to be Saturday, July 3rd in conjunction with the Market. He would like to create a series of events and games and also have a chalk art event, renting out sidewalk squares on the exterior part of the square.  There are 69 squares mainly in the bump outs.  He would like to involve kids and also involve artists from Kansas City. They hope to keep the cost low.  
· Chairman Immelt asked if Andrew was familiar with the KC Chalk Walk Festival that has been done in the past at Union Station and at the WWI Memorial. Squares are about 3X3 in size.  He commented that at the Plaza del Art, the artists were required to have their work preapproved.  
· Commissioner Young said maybe each community group such as a 4H could have a square. 
· Councilman Duncan asked if HDLI and the Farmers Market are involved.  Andrew said he has full support of HDLI Board.  
· Commissioner Stilfield said there was a chalk event in the past and Shawn Garland would remember the details.  Ms. Sharp said Orange Easel may have been involved in the past.  
· For promoting the event they are hoping to use their social channels, a newsletter, and a network of volunteers. Fun and Cheap KC is a site they would list the event on.  He would like to get an art class to come out of varied skill levels. Commissioner Garrette said at Epic, the kids are from all over the City and their parents are supporters of arts.  
· Councilman Duncan said events like this work best when they are simple, with a clear target audience. 
· Chairman Immelt said that the Arts Commission should be able to help.  We should officially promote it through the City channels. The consensus of the group was to support this and for LAC to be a partner with HDLI on this event. 
· Commissioner Steinbeck volunteered to serve as the liaison from LAC.
· Ms. Sharp commented that Fourth Fest is on the 3rd and we should check if there are any concerns with this happening on the same day. Staff will follow up with Claire in Public Relations. It might have a bigger draw and not compete for families and volunteers if it was on a different weekend.  Andrew said they would probably have 2 or 3 meetings prior to the event to discuss these details.  
· Commissioner Wyman said he could get ahold of a few people to judge. 
· Commissioner Garrette said this is the time of the year to get the teachers involved as far as helping with the event.  
Liberty Arts Foundation - Donation of Tangerine Daydream
· Councilman Duncan said the Foundation Board has made a commitment to acquire the sculpture Tangerine Daydream and donate it to the City.  There are steps involved.  The Foundation Board is in conversation with the artist for the purchase of the sculpture.  They are also in conversations with the City regarding the donation. The two conversations and the contract are on parallel paths. The intended location will be at Bennett Park.  It would be near Spruce Park Road and Clayview Drive.  If it all works out, this will be in addition to the purchase of Growing Wings.
· Commissioner McDonald asked if they are planning a campaign to raise funds.  
· Councilman Duncan said the Foundation has a fund balance to pay for the sculpture and this project will renew life in the Foundation.  He added that the City Council’s part is just to accept the contract for the donation.  
· Ms. Thill said there will be some expenses related to moving the sculpture and preparing the site. She estimated that for lighting, the pad, and signage it would total about $1720.00. 
· Councilman Duncan said they need to know what the City chooses not to cover, then the Foundation can make the decision on how to close the gap.  
· Ms. Thill said one option could be for the Arts Commission to reallocate funds from the Public Art Exhibits line item in the budget, which is $1700. She verified with Finance that this would be acceptable and added that with us essentially being half way through the budget year and also the fact that, due to Covid, most of our public exhibit galleries are not open, the reallocation of the funds would likely not cause a change to our programming and goals for the year. 
· Councilman Duncan said with us being half way through the year, in a year the things those funds were intended for, it seems like a good use of funds

· Motion by Mr. Wyman to approve the spending up to $1700 in the Public Art Exhibits line item for the installation cost, signage, lighting and pad for the permanent location of Tangerine Daydream.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Steinbeck.  Motion passed.  
· Councilman Duncan said if the cost exceeds $1700 then the Foundation needs to cover those costs. 

· Negotiations are continuing with the artist on the terms and not the price. 

Sculptures

Alternates: 
1. Replacing Rusted Spire this month - Aimee in contact with artist

Acquisition Process - To City Council May 24th:

1. Accepting Donation of Tangerine Daydream


a. Maintenance by City’s General Fund or TGT?
2. Contract Approvals:

a. Growing Wings - Permanent collection; to be placed in the roundabout at Liberty Commons


b. Prairie Ship (from 2020 - Covid Oversight)

Knackstedt said the momentum is very exciting.  Duncan said he brought it up at Council and he loves new sculpture website. 
Make Music Day 2021
· Stilfield said they just went public yesterday. They are in process of soliciting past participants and venues. They have extended the hours to 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. We are promoting the event through social media, event listing, emails, and new this year we are having a billboard on I-35 
· The Facebook Pages will transition to the City so there is a consolidation.  Info can be then found on the Commission FB page and the City’s Facebook page. 
Art Partner Reports:

a. Liberty Arts Foundation - No additional information
b. Library - Commissioner McDonald said they are gearing up for the summer library program.
c. William Jewell - Commissioner Wyman said it is finals week so they are wrapping things up on campus.  An Art Acquisition Committee has been established with the Kemper Foundation.  Councilman Duncan said to the degree that we support one another the more that can happen cohesively the better!
d. Corbin Theatre - Official reopening was last Monday.  They had Jazz at the Garrison; it was a free event. On Saturday they had a musical performance with all the Corbin board members performing. The schedule for the rest of the year continues.  Local talent draws well, especially kids’ shows.  They have some more shows this month, on the 21st  and 29th.  Commissioner Wilson encouraged people to see their new performance space at The Garrison.
e. Norterre - No report.
f. Liberty Public Schools - Commissioner Brown said he has nothing to report. He will be working on the Jungle Book over summer school.
The Commission is comfortable with meeting in person.  We will start in person meetings in June.
Motion by Commission Stilfield to adjourn seconded by Councilman Duncan.




A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Stilfield to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Duncan. The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:30 p.m.

