
 
 

HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION  
Meeting Agenda  
October 7, 2025 

5:30 pm Council Chambers 
 
Roll Call 

Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee Gray, Matt Grundy, 
Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt  

 
I. Call to Order  

 
II. Approval of Meeting Summary from the September 16, 2025 HDRC meeting  

 
III. Current Business 

 
 HDRC Case # 25-021J Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 

geothermal system at 128 N Jewell Street, Jewell Historic District. A 353 Tax 
Abatement project 
 

 HDRC Case # 25-022J Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for like 
in kind replacement of the roof, gutters and sidewalk as needed, 417 Miller 
Street, Jewell Historic District. A 353 Tax Abatement project 

 
Administrative Approvals: 

 501 W Franklin- Like in kind window repair on back porch 
 425 Miller- Like in kind roof replacement 
 11 N Gallatin - Patching asphalt in parking lot of HDLI 

 
Miscellaneous matters from the Commission: 

 
 
Miscellaneous matters from Staff:  
 
 

 
IV. Adjournment  



LIBERTY HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION 
Meeting Summary 

September 16, 2025 
5:30 pm 

City Council Chambers 
 

Roll Call: Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee Gray, Matt 
Grundy, Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt 
 
Present: Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Vern Drottz, Aimee Gray, Brett Rinker, Katie 
Schmidt 
 
Absent: Matt Grundy 
 
Applicant:  David Pence, contractor for 217 N. Lightburne 
 
Staff Present: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager  
 
Commissioner Armstrong called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of Meeting Summary from the September 2, 2025 HDRC Meeting:  
A motion was made by Commissioner Rinker to approve the meeting summary from 
September 2, 2025 as corrected. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Chelton.  
The motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
Current Business 
 
HDRC Case # 25-014J Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for an 
addition at 217 N. Lightburne, Jewell Historic District, a 353 Tax Abatement 
Project. 
 

 Ms. Thill read the staff report and recommended approval. 
 Commissioner Gray commented this application appears to be everything they 

discussed on site at the Design Sub Committee meeting.  
 Mr. Pence said Jared Phillips is the owner. They are excited to bring this home 

back to its former glory. 
 Commissioner Carr said they are respecting the original structure and he feels it 

is a good addition. He is glad they are keeping the original rake on the north 
elevation.   

 Commissioner Carr said he is very pleased that the hearts will be removed from 
the front of the house.  

 Commissioner Rinker said he thinks it looks good and he is supportive of the 
application. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Carr to approve the application as presented 
because it meets the UDO section 30 and the design guidelines.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Gray.  The motion passed 6-0-0.  
 
Election of the Vice Chair 

 Commissioner Armstrong reminded the group that with Paemon Aramjoo rolling 
off the Commission as Vice Chair, that seat is now vacant.  

 Commissioner Carr made a motion to nominate Aimee Gray as Vice Chair.  
 Commissioner Gray accepted the nomination.  

 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Drottz.  The motion passed 5-0-1. 
Commissioner Gray abstained.  
 
Administrative Approvals: 

 242 W Franklin Like in-kind repairs of wood rot 

 528 W Franklin like in-kind brick removal and cleaning, and tuckpointing  

 520 E Mill After the fact four-foot wood picket fence. 

Miscellaneous matters from the Commission: 

 Commissioner Carr asked if there are any people interested in the vacant seats 

on HDRC.   

 Ms. Thill said that an interest form was submitted by Karly Riley.  

 Commissioner Carr said that Eric Mason is considering submitting an interest 

form. 

 Commissioner Armstrong asked if staff inquired about the scholarships available 

for the state preservation conference.   

 Ms. Thill said that she didn’t receive any inquiries from the commission, so she 

didn’t check into the availability any further.  

Miscellaneous Matters from Staff 

 Ms. Thill reported that she will be out of the office Sept. 24 – Oct. 13 and 

Katherine Sharp will be handling things in her absence.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:51 p.m. 
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Historic District Review Commission 
 
HDRC Case No. 25-021J 

Staff: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager 

HDRC Meeting Date: October 7, 2025 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Application:     Certificate of Appropriateness for underground thermal system, and like in 

kind sidewalk repairs as needed, a 353 Tax Abatement project.  

Applicant:     Harold & Gwen Phillips 

Location:     128 N Jewell St.  

District:      Jewell Historic District 

NRHP Status/category: Non-Contributing 

File Date:     September 22, 2025  

             
 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 
SITE HISTORY 
The residence was built in 2014, inspired by a 1924 Craftsman bungalow. The front façade is asymmetrical, 
with a triple window bay on the left side, a centered front door, and a wrap-around porch on the right side. The 
porch roof is supported by brick veneered bases and battered square columns. There is a screened porch on 
the north side. The windows are double hung, in a three-over-one pattern. The roof is medium pitched, hipped 
over the garage and screened porch, intersecting a front gable over the window bay. Exposed rafter tails along 
the front enhance the Craftsman appearance.  
PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION 
The applicant proposes to install an underground geothermal system, which will have no visible impact to the 
exterior of the home.  They will dig three holes in the front yard about 140 feet deep for the system installation 
and replace sod as needed. 
The code requires HDRC approval when the applicant is applying for a 353 Tax Abatement.  
 
 
 
ANALYSIS  

Unified Development Ordinance (“UDO”) - The Unified Development Ordinance outlines 
design principles that have been adopted for all historic districts and landmarks in the City of 
Liberty. 

 
Design Guidelines (“DG”) - Design Guidelines were established to give the HDRC general 
guidance in making subjective preservation choices in accordance with accepted best 
practices and the Secretary of the Interior standards for historic preservation. 
 

DG: Sec. 30-72. District HP, design principles. Staff Analysis 

The City of  
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10. UDO Design Principle: Mechanical and weather 
protection devices shall be placed and installed in a manner 
that is unobtrusive.  
 

The proposed geothermal system 
will be underground and will have 
no impact on the exterior of the 
home. 

 
 
PREVIOUS CASES / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The application meets the standards for review and the historic district design guidelines; staff 
recommends approval of HDRC case #25-021J 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
1. Exhibit A: Vicinity Map 
 
 

 
 

 

Locations where holes will be drilled for the geothermal system. 
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Historic District Review Commission 
 
HDRC Case No. 25-022J 

Staff: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager 

HDRC Meeting Date: October 7, 2025 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Application:     Certificate of Appropriateness for like in kind replacement of the roof, gutters 

and sidewalk as needed, a 353 Tax Abatement Project.  
 
Applicant:     Jennifer Ferry 

Location:     417 E. Miller 

District:      Jewell Historic District 

NRHP Status/category: Contributing 

File Date:     September 23, 2025  
 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 
SITE HISTORY 
The north or main elevation contains an open porch with classically inspired columns and portions of 
the original wood railing.  Fenestration is double hung, sash type with simple entablature surrounds. 
North fenestration flanked by wood shutters. Hipped dormers, north and south slope; shed dormers, 
east and west slope.  
PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION 
The applicant is proposing like in-kind replacement the roof and gutters. They will make sidewalk 
repairs as needed. This is a 353 Tax Abatement project.  
Applications for a COA for exterior improvements made as a result of financial incentives provided by 
the City must be reviewed by HDRC and forwarded to the city council with a recommendation. 
 
 
ANALYSIS  

Unified Development Ordinance (“UDO”) - The Unified Development Ordinance outlines 
design principles that have been adopted for all historic districts and landmarks in the City of 
Liberty. 

 
Design Guidelines (“DG”) - Design Guidelines were established to give the HDRC general 
guidance in making subjective preservation choices in accordance with accepted best 
practices and the Secretary of the Interior standards for historic preservation. 
 
 

DG: Sec. 30-72. District HP, design principles. Staff Analysis 
 2. Alterations: Alterations shall restore a structure’s 
original elements, materials, and appearance, if 

The proposed like in kind replacement of the roof, 
gutters and sidewalks is appropriate.  

The City of  
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economically or physically feasible. Alterations 
affecting the exterior of a structure shall preserve all 
significant original exterior elements, including 
building materials, doors, windows, and decorative 
elements. Elements that are not original, but which 
may have acquired significance by virtue of age or 
craftsmanship, shall also be preserved. Alterations 
that disguise or sheath original elements and 
materials will not be permitted. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The application meets the standards for review and guidelines therefore staff recommends approval 
of HDRC case 25-022J. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
1. Exhibit A: Vicinity Map 
2. Exhibit B: Inventory Data Sheet 
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