WHEN TO APPLY FOR A
CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS
DID YOU KNOW?

For any of the following projects proposed within
a historic district:
New buildings and additions to existing

The HDRC’s Design Subcommittee can offer

buildings

advice or suggestions when you are planning an

Alterations to the exterior

addition or alteration to your property, at no

Demolition of buildings

charge.

Fences, sidewalks and decorative walls

The Preservation Office publishes a quarterly

Decks or hardscapes
Vacant lots, alleys and parking areas
New or replacement signs and awnings
Window repairs or replacements

Living in Liberty's
Historic Districts

newsletter, Historic Liberty Living, for property
owners within the historic districts.
If your home is 100 years or older, it may be

Any proposed alteration to the exterior of the

eligible to receive a Century House plaque.

property located in the historic district,

There are tax abatements available to eligible

including like in-kind repairs

owners of historic properties.
More information about historic preservation in
Liberty is available on the City’s website
libertymissouri.gov/Historic-Preservation, or by
calling the Preservation Office
at 816-439-4537.

RESOURCES

CONTACT US

The City of Liberty Preservation Office
101 E. Kansas St. Liberty, MO 64068
Phone: 816-439-4537
www.libertymissouri.gov/Historic-Preservation

Liberty's Historic District Design Guidelines
Downtown Commercial Property 353 Tax
Abatement
Downtown Residential Property 353 Tax
Abatement
National Park Service Preservation Briefs

Presented by the City of Liberty
Preservation Office and the
Liberty Historic District Review
Commission

CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS

THE HISTORIC DISTRICT
REVIEW COMMISSION
The Historic District Review Commission

This is done to ensure that the historic
quality of the buildings and neighborhoods

A Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) is a

(HDRC) is a panel of nine members, appointed

permit issued by the Historic District Review

by the Mayor and approved by the City

Commission (HDRC) for work on a building

Council. They are charged with preserving the

within the historic districts and is required to

character of Liberty's historic districts and

Liberty Square was the first to be

obtain a building permit. A CoA application

reviewing applications of appropriateness on

designated in the 1980s to protect the

form is available from the City Planning

all exterior repairs, alterations, construction

historic downtown area. The Dougherty

Department on the third floor of City Hall, on

and demolition.

District is the main gateway to downtown

the City's website
(www.libertymissouri.gov/HistoricPreservation) or by calling 816-439-4537.
You will be asked briefly to describe the work
proposed and list the materials to be used.
The preservation planner may be able to
authorize your CoA administratively on behalf
of the HDRC if you are making repairs with
the same kind of materials; want to do
landscaping or build a fence; are removing
non-historic materials; or renewing an

The preservation planner serves as staff to the
HDRC and makes recommendations to the
HDRC based on the preservation ordinances
and the Liberty Design Guidelines.
The HDRC meets the first and third Tuesdays of
each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of City Hall, when there are
applications to consider.

LIBERTY'S HISTORIC
DISTRICTS

expired CoA. For all other exterior changes,

Five local historic districts have been

the application will be presented to the HDRC

designated by the City of Liberty to recognize

at their regular meeting.

buildings with unique architectural and historic

is maintained. Properties in the Historic
Districts may be eligible for tax abatements.

Liberty from the west and has some of the
finest examples of the Prairie and Craftsman
styles. South of Dougherty is the Prospect
Heights District, which features many fine
examples of Colonial Revival and Craftsman
style architecture. The Lightburne District is
directly north of Liberty Square, and
showcases fine examples of Victorian
architecture. The Jewell District is located
adjacent to the William Jewell College
campus and is comprised of Victorian, Prairie
and Georgian Revival style homes.

significance. Properties within the historic
Certificates of Appropriateness are offered

districts are subject to special historic

free of charge upon approval of your

preservation zoning, which means that any

application by the HDRC.

exterior alterations to the property must first be
approved by the Historic District Review
Commission.
Reminder: Any changes to your plans after the CoA is
issued must be approved by the HDRC

