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911 CONSOLIDATIONS

(Central Dispatch for Emergency Services)
The City of Liberty supports enabling legislation allowing
cities and emergency agencies to submit to voters the
question of imposing a sales tax for the purpose of
providing central dispatching of fire protection, law
enforcement protection, emergency ambulance service,
including emergency telephone services, and other
emergency services.

The City of Liberty is currently joining and implementing
a regional multi-agency 911 system that the cities of
Excelsior Springs and Gladstone have adopted and
implemented. This will provide additional support
capabilities and the opportunity for 911 integration and
consolidation of dispatch service operations in the future
with Excelsior Springs, Gladstone and other Northland
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cities. These cities are part of the Metropolitan Area
Regional Radio System (MARRS) and also utilize the same
equipment and encryption. The consolidation of 911
services would result in major efficiencies in providing
exceptional emergency services to Northland citizens in
partnering communities, including financial savings.
Shall the Cities of Clay County establish a 911
Consolidation and Emergency Services District, by a
majority vote of each City’s residents and based on the
boundaries of Clay County (excluding Kansas City, MO),
authorizing each City to create a district wide sales tax to
fund a 911 Consolidation and Emergency Services District
which would provide central dispatching of fire protection,
law enforcement protection, emergency ambulance
service, including emergency telephone services, and
other emergency services, to the participating cities in
Clay County. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LEGISLATION

Small Antenna Deployment Act (Telecommunications)
The wireless communications industry is interested in proposing a number of amendments that they believe will relieve
them of local requirements towards the expansions of their small antenna systems. First, know that cities desire to be
supportive and use these services and want to see them made available to all. However, the City of Liberty is concerned
as we learn that the industry may desire to significantly strip away legitimate local government authority. In particular,
Liberty is concerned with telecommunications facilities being able to be placed anywhere a company may choose,
without regard to basic community safety or aesthetics. The City of Liberty desires to manage the publicly owned
rights-of-way, maintain City zoning authority, and protect municipal finances. All cities must pay attention to issues of
creating any competitive disadvantage to other already existing right-of-way users. Doing so risks costly litigation being
filed against cities by other right-of-way users. The City of Liberty strongly opposes any and all telecommunications
legislation that reduces or eliminates the rights of municipalities, citizens, property owners, railroads and utility
companies. All municipal processes in place follow laws that exist to protect the rights of all citizens and property
owners in all cities and towns, in the State of Missouri. 

MUNICIPAL COURTS
With the implementation of SB 5 and SB 572, the authority of municipal courts to enforce city ordinances and traffic laws
has been severely limited. The reduction in fines limits, specifically for nuisance abatement issues, has caused many cities to
struggle for compliance because their municipal courts have become a less relevant deterrent. The reclassification of failing
to provide proof of financial responsibility as a “Minor Traffic Violation”, coupled with the court’s inability to leverage increased
financial consequences or suspension of driving privileges, has created an epidemic of uninsured drivers operating motor
vehicles within our communities. Municipal courts across the state have experienced dramatic increases in the number of
offenders who fail to appear in court or blatantly refuse to pay their court ordered fines. Cities are now unable to enforce
general municipal ordinance violations regarding abatement of public nuisances; weed and trash abatements; municipal
zoning penalties; and municipal planning penalties. The City of Liberty strongly opposes further limitations on municipal
courts and supports legislation that strengthens the authority of municipal courts to uphold City ordinances. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT LEGISLATION
Local law enforcement provides vital public safety services
to citizens and businesses in our communities. We strongly
support statewide efforts to assist local law enforcement
with the necessary tools to safely and efficiently perform
their duties. 

LOCAL ELECTIONS
The City of Liberty supports legislation that preserves
local control for local elections, for example Mayor and
City Council Member elections. City government provides
the best services to all citizens when it is non-partisan and objective. The City of Liberty strongly opposes legislation
that would allow for the local election candidate’s national political party affiliation to be listed on a local election ballot.
Doing so would allow State and Federal political parties to negatively influence local elections; as well as remove the
power of the residents to influence their local elections and elect local candidates with their votes. Also, candidates
for local elections should be residents of their respective City and must be elected specifically for the local elected
position. The City of Liberty strongly opposes any legislation which would allow for a State elected official to serve on
any City Council, Board or Commission, when that individual was not duly elected by the City’s residents for that local
government elected position. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
The City of Liberty supports the opportunity to be included
in any new or revised legislative programs that allow new
business growth incentives, in particular, for science and
technology-oriented businesses. The City encourages
legislation that supports innovative incentives and other
types of funding assistance to allow continuous development
of a technology park that provides job growth, new business
opportunities, an increased tax base and alternative energy
opportunities. The City would like to be included in any and
all tax incentives, zones and any other benefits that any other
municipality in the State would also receive for science and
technology initiatives, as well as innovation parks. The City
is concerned with the ability to provide viable incentives
to compete with communities nationally and, in particular, across the state line for job creation, as well as equitable
application of tax incentive tools by the State. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The City of Liberty supports legislation that makes Missouri competitive with surrounding states when attracting
new businesses and industry. The State of Missouri needs incentives that put our state on an equal playing field for
economic development. Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is one of the critical economic development tools that can
substantially increase City revenues to ensure continued exemplary City services to all citizens; as well as provide for
a substantial increase to many other taxing jurisdictions, including school districts. For example, the Liberty Public
School District 53 will receive over $900,000 annually going forward in new additional real property taxes due to two
TIF projects being completed and paid off. This is over $900,000 in new additional real property taxes the Liberty Public
School District 53 will receive annually that they would not have received but for these TIF projects. 

RECENT AND ONGOING INDUSTURIAL DEVELOPMENT IN LIBERTY INCLUDES:
Liberty Commerce Center – This $400 million project,
located east of the Ford Stamping Plant, will include
seven buildings total 3.6 million square feet. Due to
high demand for distribution centers, this project
has progressed much faster than the developers
anticipated. Five of the seven buildings are currently
under construction and most already have signed
leases.
Liberty Parkway Plaza & Logistics Center – Located
at I-35 and South Liberty Parkway, this $62.5 million
project includes 710,000 square feet of completed
industrial space with plans for an additional 300,000
square feet of buildings and retail pad sites.
Heartland Meadows Commerce Center - Located on
the corner of Shepherd Road and Heartland Drive, this
$14 million, 181,000 square foot speculative building is
estimated to provide 180 jobs.

Liberty Heartland Logistics Center - In its beginning
stage, this $154.5 million project located just north
of the Hallmark Distribution Center will include three
buildings with a total of 1.6 million square feet. This
project is estimated to provide 265 jobs (new and
retained from Hallmark).
Heartland Cold Logistics Center – This Class A,
$18 million, 167,000 square foot facility is the first
speculative cold storage building in the Kansas City
metropolitan area. This building is helping to fill the
local and national void for such facilities for food,
pharmaceutical and animal health companies.

TRADITIONAL BUSINESS LICENSE AND
GROSS RECEIPT FEES
The City of Liberty supports legislation that protects a
municipality’s authority to collect traditional business
licenses as well as gross receipt fees (i.e. utilities). While
Liberty’s business license revenues are important, gross
receipt fees applicable to utilities (Franchise Fees) make
up a significant component of General Fund revenues.
As such, we as well as other municipalities depend on
the revenue generated by business licenses and gross
receipts to provide basic and essential municipal services
to citizens. Reducing or eliminating these sources of
revenue would severely hamper a municipality’s ability to
operate. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS
Federal and State law provide for Historic Preservation
Tax Credits (also known as Historic Tax Credit(s) or
HTCs). These kinds of tax credits provide developers
of historic properties with a dollar-for-dollar reduction
in taxes owed. HTCs give historic property developers
a strong incentive to take on historic rehab projects
that otherwise would not be financially feasible. These
projects can transform vacant properties and help
revitalize local downtowns. The City of Liberty has a
vast and rich historic past. Liberty’s downtown area
is a community staple and is being positioned for
revitalization. The City of Liberty supports legislation
that maintains and/or expands federal and state HTCs;
and opposes legislation that would reduce and/or
eliminate such tax credits. 

STATE MANDATES
The City of Liberty urges the Governor and State
Legislature to provide for the reimbursement to cities
for direct costs of compliance with state laws, policies,
regulations and standards that impose additional costs
and responsibilities on local governments, pursuant to
the Missouri Constitution. 

LIBERTY AT A GLANCE
Founded in 1822, Liberty is the oldest
incorporated town west of the Mississippi.
Home to 30,167 people (2017)
5 Historic Districts and 7 individual properties
listed on the National Register of Historic Places
Designated as a Tree City USA and a Preserve
America Community
Largest Employers:
• Liberty Public Schools
• Liberty Hospital
• Hallmark Cards
Distribution Center
• LMV Automotive
• Clay County
• RR Donnelly
• Ford Stamping Plant
A Few of Our Community
Partners:

FEDERAL MANDATES

• Liberty Public Schools

The City of Liberty urges members of Congress to
work with local officials to determine how to limit the
fiscal and other burdens of mandates on the operation
of municipal government. The City also supports an
assessment of current federal programs, regulations
and policies to determine the extent of adverse costs
as well as structural and intergovernmental impacts on
cities. 

• William Jewell College
• Liberty Hospital
• Historic Downtown
Liberty, Inc.
• Liberty Area Chamber of
Commerce
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